Learning Disabilities – Planning for Action
The first meeting of the UNHS Learning Disabilities steering group took place on the 16th November 2007.  The Trust currently has no dedicated support mechanisms or processes in place for patients with learning disabilities, or to support staff and carers.

Terms of Reference for the Steering group are being drafted and will be ratified at the next meeting in December. The current membership includes:
Deputy Director of Nursing (Chair)

Non Executive Director

Assistant Director of Nursing

Matrons x 2 UHNS
Consultant Anaesthetist UHNS

Consultant Gynaecologist UHNS

Matron Combined Health Care

Consultant Psychiatrist Combined Health Care

Executive Sponsor: Chief Nurse

The steering group will report to the Clinical Governance Board.

The group agreed that the approach would be to hold a one day multidisciplinary event in late January early February for staff, to raise awareness of what is happening nationally with learning disabilities, to share outcomes and to understand the implications for service delivery at UHNS. An approach that will deliver the required standard of service delivery for this group of patients at UHNS will be agreed. This will be achieved through the following aims of the event:
· Define what Learning Disabilities means;
· Share research undertaken into the views of patients with Learning Disabilities on care in the acute care sector in North Staffordshire;
· Share the Mencap “Death by Indifference” (2007) report;
· Determine the best approach for UNHS in providing the best service for patients with learning disabilities and for their carers.

The outcome of the event will inform a proposal to be received by the Trust Board for consideration in March 2008.

The steering group will continue to meet and will consider the following:
· Feasibility of an IT “flag” to identify patients with Learning Disabilities;
· The current baseline position on the availability and use of information;
· Current assessment processes and protocols.
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Deputy Director of Nursing and Midwifery
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